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Keystone Kourier

Keystone Unit #092
Region 2 - WBCCI

President’s Message
Hello Keystoners from Palo Duro State
Park near Amarillo, Texas!

Arry and I are on our last hurrah of
the travel season mini-caravanning
with Rick and Andy Pitts on our way
to Albuquerque, New Mexico for the Balloon Fiesta. One forgets how big our
country is. We’ve been driving for 6 days (some shorter than others) and are
only about halfway across! Along the way we’ve discovered a wonderful new
camping resource thanks to the Pitts: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Campgrounds. We didn’t know what we were missing but having stayed at
Cedar Creek Campground in Nashville and Maumelle Park in Little Rock
we’ve become converts. Both of the campsites were on the water, beautifully
kept, spacious and clean. Nearly always, overnight fees are half-price for those
of us with the National Park Service Senior Pass. For any of you out there that
haven’t yet taken advantage of these hidden gems I encourage you to do so.
In September several of our unit participated in the PA State Rally hosted by the
Penn-Lehigh Unit. This rally was an outstanding success from the food to the
entertainment. Plus, we had an opportunity to enjoy some of the best ice
cream ever at the Penn State Ice Cream Shop. Many thanks to Penn-Lehigh for
this fun get together. Also, thanks to Rick and Andy Pitts for organizing the two
breakfasts that the Keystone Unit served.
Next up for our group is the day trip on Saturday, November 16, to the
American Treasure Museum in Oaks (north of King of Prussia). See the
description below and let me know by October 15 if you plan to attend. I hope
many of you will join us for what looks to be an interesting outing.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, Nov 16
Day Trip & Lunch
American Treasure Museum
One American Treasure Way
Oaks, PA

Saturday, Dec 14, Noon
Lunch at Plumsteadville Inn
Plumsteadville, PA, hosted
by Peg & George Spahn
Time to renew for 2020
See the Membership note
Page 5

Stay Connected
Keystone on the web
http://KeystonePA.airstreamclub.net/

Finally, don’t forget to renew your WBCCI membership. Also, we’re still looking
for volunteers to step onto the leadership ladder for our group, especially a 2nd
VP. Volunteering is how we keep the unit functioning and vibrant.

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/KeystoneUnit/

Happy travels!

Howard Mergelkamp
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Pennsylvania State Rally
What happens when Airstreamers
from all 5 PA clubs are joined by
more from Watchung, DC,
DelMarVA and Ontario?
A great time!
Held at the Grange Fairground in
Centre Hall, PA, and hosted by
Penn-Lehigh, the PA State Rally
was a success all the way around.
There were 20 rigs and weather
was ideal. Attending from Keystone
were the Hillegass, Mergelkamps and
Pitts’.
Food was excellent. Keystoners served
2 breakfasts (Belgian waffles one day,
mini quiches the next). Friday dinner of
sliders (meatballs and pulled pork) was
put on by Penn-Lehigh. Saturday
offered an excellent catered meal of
chicken in mushroom sauce or roast
beef brisket. The entertainment was outstanding. Van
Wagner, a local guitar and banjo playing high school
teacher sang and told interesting stories about the history of
the coal
country to the
delight of
everyone.

2019 Officers
President
Howard Mergelkamp
1st Vice President
Jody Dietz
2nd Vice President
Don Harrington
Treasurer
Rick Pitts
Secretary
Arry Mergelkamp
1 Year Trustee
Arry Mergelkamp
1 Year Trustee
Barry Heckenswiler
2 Year Trustee
Andy Pitts
Legislative
Jody Dietz
Membership
Don Harrington

(Photo by Deborah Logan)

We played corn-hole, worked jigsaw
puzzles and had 2 nice happy hours
where people congregated under our
new tent which got rave reviews.

Sunshine
Karen Kushto
Unit Supplies
Karen Kushto
Historian
Caryle Brayton
Kourier – Web Pages
Andy & Rick Pitts

The Fairground also hosted tailgaters
for the Penn State-Buffalo game
Saturday night. Though on the
opposite side of the spacious grounds
we could hear the cheers when Penn
State showed up to play the second
half!
Thanks to the Penn-Lehigh team for a wonderful rally!
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In the News
Recently Andy & Rick were featured in their community magazine, The
Chadds Ford JunXion. The article is a nice Q&A on how and why folks get
into trailering, why Airstream, places visited and people met. There is a copy
in the trailer so stop by at the next rally!

Sharing Adventures
Karen and Will Kushto
were at the
shareholders rally at NJ
Shore Haven. The
theme…..Luau

Chuck and Linda Chowns
continue to enjoy their western
adventure sending us wonderful
scenes from the Tetons and
Jackson Hole. As they wind their
way to the Balloon Fiesta Linda
noted they left the Tetons at 21
degrees, and arrived in Phoenix
at 95 degrees!

Send us your pics – a local campfire, cleaning the trailer in the driveway, an American (or Canadian, eh!)
adventure…we love to share these memories!
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Watch these pages for more updates on these ongoing adventures:
Howard & Arry Mergelkamp and Rick & Andy Pitts are caravanning to Albuquerque, NM for the Balloon Fiesta
rally, October 4-8. There they hope to meet-up with Chuck & Linda Chowns and Wayne & Sharon Fitzgerald
who are arriving for the event the 8th and 9th. Some early pictures of their western trip:

Hard at work on the Kourier
Arkansas River at Maumelle Park, Little Rock AR

Ted & Mary Newnam are headed to Jonesborough, TN for the International Story Telling Festival, October 2-6.
They are looking forward to being mesmerized by professional storytellers and other Airstreamers joining the
Eastern Tennessee Unit event.
Next week Will & Karen Kushto head out for the Southeast Coast Caravan traveling down the eastern
seaboard from Delaware to Georgia, sampling crabs, oysters and much more along the way.

Sunshine Report
Ours thoughts, best wishes and prayers go out to Cheryl & Bud Cattell. Bud has been placed on dialysis
as his one kidney is not functioning well.
Let us know of illnesses, surgeries, friends needing a kind word - and better yet, recoveries.
Karen (kkushto@comcast.net or cell 215-266-2410)

Happy Birthday to:
October
Sue Dietz (11th)
Bud Vogt (13th)
Arry Mergelkamp (15th)

Happy Anniversary to:
November
Joan Weaver (7th)
Cindy Yerk (13th)
Karen Kushto (15th)
Chris Goins (24th)
Jim Hicks (25th)
Joanne Michael (28th)

October
Ted & Mary Newnam
Jeff & Joanne Michael
Chris & Melissa Goins
Tim Bell & Linda Ramsey

November
Chris & Carey Boland

We have, and like to celebrate many birthdates and anniversary months but if we’ve missed you please
email Rick/Andy (r_pitts@verizon.net)
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Upcoming Rally Fun:
American Treasure Museum; tour and lunch – Saturday, November 16 – Oaks, PA (no camping)
The American Treasure Museum is a gem that will jog your memory and keep you chuckling throughout the
day. (http://americantreasuretour.com/)
There is plenty of parking and the main tour uses trams to move throughout the many rooms of memorabilia
collected by the anonymous owner. The museum is in a football field sized facility, packed with collections
ranging from organs, doll houses, autos, circus rides to clowns, clocks, toys and countless other things. One
takes a riding tour in the tram for about 1 1/2 hours and then one can leisurely wander around some areas
afterwards. Total tour time is around 2 hours.
Cost per person: Seniors - $15; Adults -$17.50; Youth - $10; Child (3-12) - $5
We plan on joining the 10 am tour, so arrive early to purchase tickets and have time to enjoy the spacious
musical waiting area, amazing in its own right. After the tour we will head to the museum’s restaurant, The
Hub, for lunch (your own selections). See their website for what’s available.
We need to have a good count of how many are attending by October 15, therefore, please let Howard
know whether or not you plan to attend and how many will be coming.

Updated 2019Activities Schedule
2019
November 16 - Local Day Trip and lunch – American Treasure Museum, Oaks, PA
Howard Mergelkamp and another to coordinate
December 14 (Sat) – Holiday luncheon and business meeting, noon at Plumsteadville Inn, Plumsteadville, PA;
Peg and George Spahn coordinating

Important Membership News
It's that time of year!
Renew your WBCCI (and Keystone Unit) membership for 2020.
Keystone dues will remain $15 for the year. WBCCI dues will also remain at $65.
Renew online at wbcci.org (a new look, but renewal is right in ‘current members’).
There are just a few steps to complete. In the ‘Dues’ section, scroll through the unit listing to select
Keystone. Payment is by credit card. If you prefer to mail a check, send me (Rick) an email and I will
email you a pdf of the renewal page for you to complete.
Do not send your renewal to Rick/Andy as we will be travelling and will not get mail.
If you have any trouble/concerns just email (r_pitts@verizon.net) or call (610-888-7152)
For Former and Associate Members renewing with Keystone only, please do send your $15 check,
payable to WBCCI-Keystone, to Rick Pitts, Treasurer, 930 Stoney Run Drive, West Chester, PA 19382. This
is not time-sensitive and I’ll process when we return from our western trip.
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Andy and Rick Pitts
930 Stoney Run Dr.
West Chester, Pa. 19382

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE KEYSTONE UNIT?

Contact:
President: Howard Mergelkamp
092info@airstreamclub.net
Membership: Don Harrington
pastordkh21@aol.com
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