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Hello Keystoners!
March has arrived, which means camping season is just a month
away for those who didn’t migrate South. Like most of you, Arry
and I can’t wait to load up our silver Twinkie and get on the road
again. The ground hog foretold an early spring which our group
celebrated wildly at Will and Karen Kushto’s Ground Hog Day
luncheon on February 2. Many thanks to the Kushto’s for hosting
and providing a delicious feast and to all who came with other
goodies. In addition to our hosts, It was great seeing Peg and
George Spahn, Sharon and Wayne Fitzgerald, Barbara and
Gerry Hillegas, Arry and Howard Mergelkamp, and one of our
new members, Sue Walton.
Sue describes herself as follows:
“I’m a retired Clinical Nurse Specialist who also retired as a colonel from the AF
reserves after 29 fun-filled years. In the AF I was on active duty then transferred to
the reserves and spent most of my time as a Flight Nurse.
I’m originally from Minnesota in the Minneapolis area and return regularly to visit
family and the family log cabin in the north woods. After 2 visits to Alaska in a rented
RV, I decided a trailer was my retirement toy. In 2015, I settled on an Airstream after
seeing the quality construction. I bought a new International Serenity 19’ Bambi as it
looked manageable to handle as a single girl having never driven with a trailer in my
life. Oh how things change!
My retirement hobbies are traveling internationally, camping, biking, photography,
yoga; and in the winter I spend a lot of time with my “other machine" sewing and
hitting NYC for theater and fun.”
Welcome Sue. We look forward to travelling with you!
We also welcomed an honorary Keystoner for a day, Howard’s son, Howard III. “Little”
Howard was back East for meetings involving companies his Private Equity firm is
invested in. He seemed to enjoy the day and I was glad he had a chance to see what
to look forward to when he retires.
In addition to Sue Walton, our Unit is pleased to welcome 2 other couples who have
joined:
Kathleen and Patrick Quinn from Elverson, PA who have a 2017 22’ Sport and
Kimberly and Michael DeGroat from Fort Washington, PA who have a 2019 20” Flying
Cloud.
Welcome to the group. We look forward to seeing you soon, hopefully at the next event
which is a luncheon at Rick and Andy Pitts’ home on Saturday, March 9.
At the March 9 luncheon let’s finalize our calendar of events for this year. I’m reminded
that this year is the 55th anniversary of the Keystone Unit. We will discuss how to
celebrate that milestone. We still need volunteers to coordinate a few of our activities
so please come ready to raise your hands.
See you soon.
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, Mar 9, Noon
Spring Lunch and exec
comm meeting at Pitts’ –
930 Stoney Run Dr, West
Chester (610-793-9262)
(snow date Sat Mar 16)

April 26 – 28
Maintenance Rally
Joint rally with DelMarVa
and Mid-Atlantic units.
Queen Anne’s 4-H Park,
Centreville, MD

May 3 - 5
Opener Rally
Joint rally with Central Penn
and Penn-Lehigh units at
Lum’s Pond St. Pk.
Bear, DE

Stay Connected
Keystone on the web
http://KeystonePA.airstreamclub.net/

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/KeystoneUnit/

Howard Mergelkamp
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Pennsylvania Potluck in your Future:
Saturday, Mar 9, Noon (snow date Sat Mar 16)
Slidin’ into Spring Lunch and exec comm meeting at Pitts’ – 930 Stoney Run
Dr, West Chester. We’re doing sliders. Please RSVP and bring a side or dessert.
r_pitts@verizon.net or home 610-793-9262 (just leave a message on machine).

2019 Officers
President
Howard Mergelkamp

Keystone Website Change:
The location of the Keystone website has moved. If you have bookmarked or
set up a shortcut for the old one just change that reference to:
keystonepa.airstreamclub.net (the old one was keystone.wbcci.net). Note
that this change has no impact on the unit's Facebook page.

Upcoming Rally Fun:
Joint Maintenance Rally with DelMarVa and MAU at the Queen Anne’s 4-H
park in Centreville, MD the weekend of April 26 – 28. DelMarVa is
coordinating. Rally coupon attached and on the website.
Eastern PA Opener with Central Penn and Penn-Lehigh at Lum’s Pond State
Park, Bear, DE the weekend of May 3-5. We’ll be handling the Saturday and
Sunday breakfasts and appreciate your helping those mornings. Rally coupon
attached and on the website.
Region 2 Rally at nearby Biglerville Fairgrounds the extended weekend of
June 6 – 9. Rally coupon on unit website.

1st Vice President
Jody Dietz
2nd Vice President
Don Harrington
Treasurer
Rick Pitts
Secretary
Arry Mergelkamp
1 Year Trustee
Arry Mergelkamp
1 Year Trustee
Barry Heckenswiler
2 Year Trustee
Andy Pitts

62nd International Rally – this year in nearby Doswell, VA. July 20 – 27.
https://wbcci.org/home/caravans/rallies/international-rally/2019-doswellva/doswell-registration

Legislative
Jody Dietz
Membership
Don Harrington

Mid-winter IBT Meeting notes from Rich Short
Moving Our Airstream Club Forward
One of my many takeaways from the recent Mid-Winter IBT meeting held down in
Robertsdale, AL, was how much our Club is growing… in numbers, enthusiasm and
action. “Moving WBCCI Forward” was the theme of a Team that formed several years
ago to promote positive, meaningful change in the Club. That theme was fully on
display at the meeting in Robertsdale.
With that same theme in mind, we are continuing our own Renew Region 2 campaign
with a “New Year” enthusiasm. 14 of our 16 units have just completed a transition to
the new airstreamclub.net domain… these accomplishments embrace the Airstream
Club’s re-branding efforts to more closely align ourselves with the most recognizable
RV brand in the industry, the iconic Airstream.
The biggest and most important action taken at the IBT meeting was an approval to
start a multi-phase Technology Project for the Club. The first phase will provide a new,
modern public facing website for the WBCCI. The second phase will include a
membership management database solution for Headquarters and a self-service
portal for our Regions, clubs, Intra-clubs and members. The result will be a modern,
appealing and easily navigated site that will attract more and more Airstream owners
to the Club.

Sunshine
Karen Kushto
Unit Supplies
Karen Kushto
Historian
Caryle Brayton
Kourier – Web Pages
Andy & Rick Pitts

(Rich’s full report can be found on the Region 2 webpage: https://region2.airstreamclub.net/)
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Sunshine Report
As I’m writing this column, the winds are howling and tree branches litter the yard. March is
coming in like a Lion. It’s the month for Mardi Gras, Lent, Daylight Saving Time, St. Patrick’s Day
and, most importantly, Spring. I can’t wait to de-winterize and head for the Cajun Caravan!
Barry and Lesley Heckenswiler are back in Florida and prepping for the Revolutionary War
Caravan. So glad to hear Lesley is finally feeling better.
Wilson & Cindy Yerk reported that they are doing well and looking forward to warmer weather.
In Keystone alumni news, Mark McKendry notified the Spahn’s that his dad Bill had passed away February
13th. Peg noted the following:
“Those of us left who knew Bill and Lucille, will be sorry to hear this news. George and I and Ellen Ouimet
and the Weavers, used to meet with Bill and Lu for lunch occasionally after they all retired from the club and
stopped traveling. We traveled with Bill and Lu many times and even met Mark when we were in Maine and
he was on a cycling trip there.”
Airstream Mentors who are missed by their Keystone Family.
I recently checked in on the Brayton’s. Vaughn has been given the OK to drive! I’m sure that makes both of
them very happy. Caryle is keeping busy with church activities and enjoying their Shetland Sheepdog, Britt.
We miss Caryle & Vaughn and hope they will be able to join us for luncheon when it’s in their area.
Let me know of illnesses, surgeries, friends needing a kind word - and better yet, recoveries.
Send updates to kkushto@comcast.net or cell 215-266-2410.
Karen

Happy Birthday to:

March
Wilson Yerk (6th)
Caryle Brayton (12th)
Andy Pitts (13th)

April
Janice Hicks (11th)
Jerry Hillegass (12th)
Rick Pitts (16th)

Alice Boeshore (25th)
Linda Ramsey (28th)
Carey Boland (29th)

Happy Anniversary to:
March
Barb & Jerry Hillegass
Sharon & Dan Keefe

April
None to report

Around any corner:

Andy & I were in San Diego visiting the kids and were looking at possible campsites for
our upcoming fall excursion west. While driving through Dos Picos County Park (Ramona
CA) we were welcomed into a weekend rally sponsored by the San Diego unit. A nice
venue, about a dozen airstreams and some good chats before we moved along.
What fun, and THANKS to the San Diego unit!

Introducing:
It’s a pleasure to introduce our newer members to the unit:
Kathleen and Patrick Quinn #1888, and
their 2017 22’ Sport, hailing from Elverson.

Susan Walton #4696, and her 2015 19’
International, hailing from Philadelphia.
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Updated 2019Activities Schedule
Attached is the Activities Schedule as it stands now. We have an interesting year lined up and we
encourage all of you to participate as much as you can. We are still looking for hosts and travel ideas
so please let us know your suggestions as soon as you can.

2019
February 2 (Sat) – Valentine’s luncheon at Karen & Will Kushto’s home, Philadelphia, PA
March 9 (Sat) – Spring luncheon and executive committee meeting at Andy & Rick Pitts’ home, West Chester, PA
Please bring side dish or dessert. Thanks! (snow date 3/16)
April 26-28 (Fri-Sun) – Joint maintenance rally with DelMarVa and MAU
Queen Anne’s 4-H Park, Centreville, MD - Howard Mergelkamp to coordinate
May 3-5 (Fri-Sun) – Eastern Pennsylvania Airstream ‘Opener’ rally with Penn-Lehigh and Central Penn
Lum’s Pond State Park, Bear, DE - Rick Pitts to coordinate
June 6 -9 (Thur-Sun) – Region 2 rally at Biglerville Fairgrounds, Biglerville, PA
Don Harrington to coordinate
June 6-9 – invitation to join NY City Basecamp National Rally, Liberty Harbor Marina, Jersey City, NJ.
July 20-27 (Sat-Sat) – International Rally, Doswell, VA,
Howard Mergelkamp to coordinate
August 8-12 or August 15-19 (Thu-Mon) – Exploring Central PA, Keystone Unit Caravan. Visiting
Carlisle, U.S. Army Heritage & Education Center, Indian School, Harrisburg and others.
Coordinator needed.
September 5-8 (Fri-Sun) – Pennsylvania State Rally, Penn-Lehigh coordinating.
Keystone coordinator needed.
September 21 - 29 – invitation to join 57th Annual Swiss Festival National Rally, Sugarcreek OH
October 2 – 6 – invitation to join Storytelling Festival Special Event Rally, Jonesborough, TN
October 3-7 or October 10-14 (Thu-Mon) – possible fall rally.
TBD. Coordinator and suggestions welcome
November - Local Day Trip and lunch -- Date & locations to be determined.
Howard Mergelkamp and another to coordinate
December 14 (Sat) – Holiday luncheon at Plumsteadville Inn, Plumsteadville, PA;
Peg and George Spahn coordinating
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Joint Maintenance Rally
Delmarva - Keystone - Mid Atlantic Units
Rally Fee: $75

April 26 - April 28, 2019
4-H Park Centreville, MD

Rally Fee covers:
- two nights camping with water and electric, Saturday and Sunday Breakfast
and Saturday Night Dinner.
- Supplies for working on maintenance tasks; torque wrench, propane leak
detector, battery tester, fluids, etc.
- Expert Advice and Assistance
- Dump station is available
Arrival after 10:00 am on Friday. Upon entering the Park several checks will be performed on your
RV and tow vehicle: lights, hitch, safety chains, emergency brake cable, etc.
Friday night dinner on your own - list of local options will be provided when you arrive
***Thursday 25th arrival is allowed, after noon, with an additional fee of $20.
Thursday dinner and Friday breakfast on your own.
Please join us and get your rig in “tip top” shape (and safe) for the coming camping season.

We look forward to joining with the Keystone and MAU Units!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Provide Information Below
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________Unit # ________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________________________Cell #___________________
Early Arrival Y___ N___ Airstream: ( trailer or coach) ___________________ Length: ___________
Specific maintenance questions or topics you would like covered at the Rally.
_______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________(Use back, or extra sheet if needed)
Make checks payable to: Delmarva Unit WBCCI
Mail by April 19, 2019

Send to: Malcolm Comstock
570 Banning Road
Camden Wyoming, DE 19934
For questions and information contact Malcolm, or your local Unit Host.
Hosts - Delmarva Malcolm Comstock, Host (302) 724-0654, Malvermont63@yahoo.com
Keystone Howard Mergelkamp, howardsan70@gmail.com
Mid-Atlantic Jonathon Jacobs, crossing_gates@hotmail.com

EASTERN PA OPENER RALLY
Sponsored by Central Penn, Keystone & Penn-Lehigh Airstream Clubs
May 3rd – 5th, 2019
Lum’s Pond State Park
(https://destateparks.com/PondsRivers/LumsPond)

1068 Howell School Road, Bear, DE 19701
Book your site online and register now for some fun spring camping! This 1790-acre State Park boasts full hookups
and is pet friendly at all sites. You can take in the beauty of the 200 acre freshwater pond from your kayak or try your
luck fishing on one of several docks. Hikers will love the 8 mile swamp forest trail or if biking is more your thing, there
are another 10 miles of multipurpose trails for that. And of course there will be plenty of Airstream activities to share
experiences, learn new things and EAT.
Baseball, softball, football, soccer, tennis, basketball or volleyball fields and courts are available to use as well as
horseshoes and disc golf. There is a playground and nature center for the kids, a nature store and programs you can
attend. The park’s ‘Go Ape’ treetop adventure courses feature a ton of fun with rope ladders, treetop crossings, tarzan
swings, zip lines (four of them are over the water!) and more.

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________________Email__________________________
WBCCI#_______________Unit___________________Reserved Site #________________
Rally Fee includes Friday doggie night, breakfasts Saturday & Sunday and Saturday
dinner.
Rally Fee per person (Ages 13 and up, under 13 free) - $17.50 x ____ = $_________
Please RSVP by April 15, 2019. Make check (USD) payable to: WBCCI - Keystone Unit,
Mail to: Rick Pitts, Treas., 930 Stoney Run Drive, West Chester, PA 19382
Airstream Club contacts:
Central Penn: Carey Boland (careyboland@gmail.com 610-905-0537)
Keystone: Rick Pitts (r_pitts@verizon.net 610-793-9262)
Penn-Lehigh: Jim Ridolfi (aston10@verizon.net 570-280-6673)

RED…WHITE…and…BLUE
WBCCI REGION 2 RALLY
June 6th- 9th, 2019
South Mountain Fairgrounds
615 Narrows Rd., Biglerville, PA 17307
South Mt. Fairgrounds is in Adams County, PA., home of the historic Civil War Battlefield of
Gettysburg, the South Mountain Fruit Belt, covered bridges and portions of the Appalachian Trail
and the Underground Railroad. The Rally promises you two breakfasts, a catered dinner, two
nights of entertainment and nightly ice cream socials. Morning activities will include a golf
outing, seminars, and the Region 2 Business Meeting. Afternoons are free to explore the
area...bicycling, hiking, kayaking and fishing are as close as the nearby Caledonia State Park.
Take a tour of Gettysburg or one of several local wineries! Mark your calendars now!

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________________Email__________________________
WBCCI#_______________Unit#_________________________________________________
Handicap Parking? _______ (yes) Golf? _______ (yes) Volunteer? __________ (yes!)
Rally Fee includes two breakfasts, catered dinner, 2 nights entertainment, ice
cream socials. Sites include water & electricity (W/E), with dump station
available.
Rally Fee (Ages 13 and up) -----------------------------------$65 x ____ = $_______________
Rally Fee (Children 3-12) --------------------------------------$30 x ____ = $_______________
Camping per night (W/E and dump) -----------------------$20 x ____ = $_______________
(May arrive on Wed. June 5th and must depart Mon. June 10th. Max 5 nights)
Total Enclosed -------------------------------------------------------------------- $________________
RSVP by May 01, 2019. Make check (USD) payable to: Region 2 WBCCI
Mail to: Will Kushto, Tres. 114 Flagstaff Rd., Phila., PA 19115-3410
Children and pets welcome!
Contact: Rune Moeller (443)286-3114 gpickr@icloud.com CMU #166/WBCCI

Andy and Rick Pitts
930 Stoney Run Dr.
West Chester, Pa. 19382

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE KEYSTONE UNIT?

Contact:
President: Howard Mergelkamp
howardsan70@gmail.com
Membership: Don Harrington
pastordkh21@aol.com
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